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P.J. Passes the IRL Infiniti Pro-Series Rookie Test 
 
During the week of December 8-10, 2003, P.J. Abbott participated in his IRL test session in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. The test was conducted under the direction of Sam Schmidt and his team.  
Following 2 days of mechanical challenges, P.J. hit the track running in the IRL #20 Dallara.  
Meeting his objective, Abbott completed the requirements for the 2004 Infinity Pro-Series as well 
as the first four requirements of the IRL rookie test.  Getting up to speed came “quickly” as he 
smoothly eclipsed the 200 mph barrier around the 1.5 mile Las Vegas super speedway oval. Final 
laps were clocked at over 210 mph. 
 
“This was a dream come true, and an incredible experience with one of the best teams in all of 
racing.”     P.J. Abbott (12/10/03) 
 
P.J. had the opportunity to meet many drivers during his test sessions.  He met and spent time 
with Richie Hern, Sam Schmidt and Patrick Rummerfield, the only known fully recovered 
paraplegic.  A film crew working on several stories were seen conducting film work and 
interviews.   
 
“Meeting Richie, Sam and Patrick were highlights for me.  Sam and Patrick were inspirational.”  
P.J. Abbott (12/11/03) 
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